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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/338,286 



Examiner 

John M Hotaling 1 



Applicant(s) 

SNOW ET AL. 



Art Unit 

3713 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 July 2001 . 
2a)lg| This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonmal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1-10 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

B)\3 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or bjD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) !3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 . The examiner that provided the first office action on the merits of the instant 
application has left the office. Consequently, the undersigned examiner has been 
assigned to prosecute the merits of this case. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Acres US Patent 5,876,284 in view of Olsen US Patent 6,217,448. The rejection 
contained in the prior office action is relevant and incorporated herein. Acres is 
notoriously well known in the art of gaming machines for being among the first to 
network gaming machines which incorporate maintenance, player tracking, and 
changing game machine functions. However, Acres does not go into the specifics of 
the networks or the protocols used. In an analogous invention to networked gaming 
machine, Olsen discloses in column 5 that it is notoriously well known to connect 
gaming machines G to a controller over a communication network using any serial or 
parallel bus arrangement, the controller could be remote or local, using any type of 
gaming machine. The controller could be any of a number of different controllers and 
computer-based processing systems. How the controller communicates with each 
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gaming machine G over the communication network is a matter of design choice and 
the protocols of communication are determined by the nature of the communication 
network and the corresponding interface circuits. Acres and Olsen both describe what 
is well known structure of a gaming machine and the inputs and outputs thereof. With 
respect to the markush grouping to the use of a bus and the differing interface 
standards please see what is disclosed in Olsen in column 5. With respect to the 
gaming processing subsystem and the general computing subsystems which are 
different Olsen discloses that the controller could be any of a number of different 
controllers and computer-based processing systems. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would understand that the gaming processing subsystem and the general computing 
subsystem would inherently be different and not connected for security reasons or other 
reasons which are a matter of choice as disclosed in Olsen. Olsen states that the 
controller could be any of a number of different controllers and computer-based 
processing systems. How the controller communicates with each gaming machine G 
over the communication network is a matter of design choice and the protocols of 
communication are determined by the nature of the communication network and the 
corresponding interface circuits. It would be obvious to combine the teachings of Acres 
with Olsen with the motivation to combine the references being that both are related to 
networked gaming machines which are controller based linked gaming systems. It is 
prima facia obvious to combine two compositions each of which is taught by the prior art 
to be useful for the same purpose in order to form a third composition to be used for the 
very same purpose (see MPEP 2144.06). In this case both reference are related to 



Application/Control Number: 09/338,286 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3713 

networked gaming machines and the combination of the two results in networked 
gaming machines. 

Response to Arguments 

3. The 35 U.S.C. 112 rejections have been overcome. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Olsen '043 discloses a controller based networked gaming system 
Schneier et al '408 discloses security for networked game machines 
Weiss 730 discloses networked gaming machines 

Weiss et al '190 discloses plural processors for security in networked gaming 
machines 

Weiss '538 discloses networked gaming machines 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John M Hotaling II whose telephone number is 703 305 
0780. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin-Wallace can be reached on (703) 308-41 19. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703 
308-7768 for regular communications and 703 308-7769 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
7777. 



John M Hotaling II 
November 27, 2001 



Attachment for PTO-')48 (Ron. 03/01. or earlier) 

6/18/01 

The below text replaces the pre printed text under the heading. 
"Information on How to Effect Drawing Changes, on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01. or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HONV TO KKKEC T DRANV INO ( II VNOtS 

1. Correclion of Informalilif s ■- 37 CFR 1 .85 

New cortecied draw.ngs mus( be illcd w„l. (he ch.w.« ...corpo-a.cJ il.cre.., 
IdCTlifying .rd,c,a. ,f provided, should mclude ,he ml. oMhe mvem.on 
nventoVs name, and appl,ca.,on number, or docke, number „ any, an 
Z^^mt, number has no, been assigned ,o .he apphca.,on If ,h,s miormanon . 
prav^ed. i. mus. be placed on ,he Iron, of each shee, "'^""""l-"";;'^^'" 

rr."sr."rn^^^^^^^ 

the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Nonce of Allowability The 
drtXgs should be filed as a separate paper wUh a transm.iial letter addressed 
the Official Drafisperson 

2. Corrections other than Informalities Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO- 
948. 

All chanws to the drawings, other than mformaliues noicd by me Uratisperson. 
MUsTrmade in the same manner as above except that, normally, a h.ghhgh.ed 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporated mto the new 
drawings MUST be approved by the exam.ner befor. ,he appl.cauon w.ll be 
aUowed NO changes will be permitted to be made o.her th.n correct.on o- 
informalities, unless the exam.ner has approved the proposed changes 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant IS required to submit the drawing correctiotis vAMtly^ 
uL period set in l^e ;^ttached Oftke^ ommMicatloU --.ee ^7 CFR 
1.85(a) 

Failure to take correclive action within llie set period w.ll resull in 
ABANDONMENT of the apphcation 



